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[Landscape Dream of Central Park
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ENHANCE .
W. B. Van Ingen,
Artist, Calls on
Citizenry to Arise
Against Oblitera-
tion of Beauties
by So-called Im-
provements and
Unchecked Van-
dalism

By ROBERT G. SKERRETT.

.;T IIE most Deautiful posses. |

slon in the keoping of tha,
Central

peopie of New York city in |
rare genius working togother
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Park. 1t is the product of |
with |

nature. And, being such, It bahooves! WHICH BREATHE The
our citizenry to do everything In their AT Mosgg%%%nﬁ‘”ﬁc FARAWAY

rower to naintaln . They should
oppess persistently and elways any |
efforts, no matter how well mnnm::g_'
that may tend to mar the park's gen-

uand by the frst of June ths tasyg of
creating the resarvation was begun

the zeal of the oo

L5 7 such was laboratorms
:l'l.l scheme.” Buch I8 the keynots o_f'[ "The dominating e wns to producs
L earnest appeal now made by W.li, 1he heart of Manhotian and within |
B. vyan Ingen, an artist of note and &ia ractnngular space T ara than
ssionate lover of Manhattan's in-|,.. Shdeg sl a e o
pa RS AR - two and & half miles long north and |
comparabla broathing place. south and something over halt a mile |
Mr. van Ingen has learned to know| oao” o © oooiion of rdarai pletures

Central Park through years of Intl-
mata, sympathetic contact with every
nook and corner of the whole roser-
vation, As a mural painter he has
drawn Inspiration from many of Its
aspects, and by long study of Ita
manifold charms he has become deep-
Iy Imbued with the spirit and the In-
tent of the men that planned it for
succeeding generntions of this bus-
tiing metropnila, Just as A general
serutinipes the potentialities of every
bit of the terraln about hiin so Mr.
van Ingen has grasped the nicellea
of the landscape architecturs evi
denoed hy the thought rnd !ahors of
Froderick Law Olmstead and Calvert
Yaux

which slould onadla the denlzens of
the city to get bevond the atreets and
[ the oppression of flanking bulldings
In other words, without leaving the
municipal limita to reach an effective
simulation of the open country. and at
certaln polnts to enjoy the apparently
transplanted ruggedness of the Adiron-
dacks,

‘it was not permi‘ted that the ar-
| eangement ehould completely block
|!"|'I'!HN\04'TI movement from cust ond
west, Therefere the designery were
compelled to accept f transverse
roads, which substant! divide the
Park into five rectangulur units, These
sur ken trafMe ways were 0 cunningly
flanked with trees and sloping banks

Touch of Master Hands. that long vistas would carry the eve

As Mr. van Ingen puts it; “With|over the intervening terruin without
tha touch of master hands those orig- betraying the presence of thesn thor-
tnatory struck splendld chords, and|oughfares. Gaps were purposely left
becnuse of those umazing harmonies | in the arrangement of the trees to pro-
{r is &l the easier for the heedless, | mote the sense of distance. Otherwise
! might #ay the Irreverent, to |r.‘_9r-!l'.|r- view would have Leen restricted
pess & discordant note, But simply |and the impression of flve soparate
becavi#e the pari grips me as it does, parls would luve resulted And yet
Yecauss the inore I ses of (L the more 'what was done a faw years ago along
1t means to me, don't let my opin- |a part of the trangverse road that links
tona blas wvour judgment” HBuch was East Sixty-fifth with Weat Sixty-sixth
the way this widely known artist pre- | streot? Eaplings were set squarely
mised his critlcisms of what he termed | across the middle ground between Um-
abuses or misuses of Central Park's|plre Rock and the love'y sweep of the
design, when Interviewed by the | green to the north! Unlers thess are
writer ramoved one of the most carefully

Continuing, he ald: "Come with me |studled and charming effects, deliber-
end ses for yourseif. If T am wrong|ately planned by the park'm creators,
don’'t hesitate to may so. But before|wiil be nullified. A few trees more or
we start on our jaunt bear o few facts | less miake all the differonce (n the
4r1 mind. As far back an 1831, Mayor | scenio result and the effeot im elther
Kingslend sent to the Aldermien & spe-  materinl or immaterinl, depending upon
etn] mersnge urging the necersity of | whars they wre placed
A snacious public park for the great|
c:._,‘," Yuch Interest had hefore then
been aroussd in behalf of such & proj-t “I purposely emphasize this as an
ect, and there was nteadlly incrensing ! example of misuse of the orlginal de-
tevor for such a plan. It was nol.isign. The Interposing trees are like a
however, until seven years Inter that!ucmn dropped before a lovely pleture,
the matter actually crystaliized “ﬂ‘ltfmd in this case the view serves the
the eity offersd four premiums for | twofold purpofe of hiding a sunken
the beat plans for Inying out the park. | rond and in promoting the Impression
The first prize was 12,000, the second | of hreadth and exaggerated distance,
was §1,000, the third wis $700, ln-ll the| “And now let us see what other topo-
fourth was 8600, Not rnriim: arly ! graphical trifies do to make or mar the
munificent aums In tew of what ﬂl"‘l.-«-.'. uty of the landscape. Taks, for
municipadity subsequently gained 18 nxanes, the broken contoure and the
the way of art nervien, rulling siopas of the open apaces whopre

Sereening a Levely Pleture.

“The schane submitted by Meskrm. | wo wtund, lere at the southsrn end of
Olmsted and Vaux on May 18, 1565, | the parl. There lan't a steaight line

was accopted in the maln as offered. [ in angy of the surfaces as Jdeveloped
Mr, Olmsted pas appointed architect in | under l‘m‘ guldance of Messrs, Olm-
chlef and Mr; Vauz as his assistant, Al sted and Vaux. Even the grassy areas
working foree was al Oice orfunised, lare made up of ceaseless undulations
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UNDULATING STRETCHES
CHANGEFULL GREEN AMID
SETTINGS of FOREST LAND
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ONLY A GREAT PAINTER.

COULD HAVE REPRODUCED

| ON CANVAS THIS
| WONDERFUL _BIT OF
| NATURAL BEAUTY.

These tand ol onjy to present Infnit
I\'Ifl"l‘l"lr f aspect from different poin
of view, lLut kewlss tao [noreasy the

weplth of color effect,
Ing accldental about
for a purpose,

“And now, ses what the utilitarian
+dld when he had the power Lo make
lover tha ball ground at the routhv est.
ern cornar of Lthe park. Umplra Rock,
lin all of Its contrasting rugged:cas
|riscs from A setting of green, and
| this glaclal worn mavs of gneles s
typical of the peological outcropping
which prevalled thers hefore many
thousands of dollirs were epent to
clrar away an ample nrew for ball
players. But though tis intent was
tto produce & ball ground, still the
\@TEERY area wins to be a thirg of
| beauty, and roftly rolling wavea of
(tarf were called into belng. Thers
for years the youths of the clty were
quits content to bat away. And then
| the dexire to change things mistakenly
!for the better gripped an erstwhile
| Commissloner of Parks
| "For two yeara the arean was fonoed
"In—denled the pleasure lover—while
'the ground was ploughed up, levelled

Thera was noth-
this: 1t was done

nnd resod 'ed. All of tha former
dulations wera ruthlessly rolled
|nnd the result as wo ses 1t now
lat, unsventful area that s aa

'ponant In that setting us a false
lln nn otherwise melodlous chord,
“The explanation wns that

the
| baseball player to-day s more exact«

Itni than the boys of the past. Ad-
| mitting this to be a fact, then restrict
the use of that field to younger lads
who have not reached a stage where
they san't ba happy on & diamond
that falls short of present day ath-

letic miandards, The pirk was never
intended for reereation of o notura
calculated to destroy the naturally

pioturesque

“And while wa nre i this southemn
end of the park let um s*n what this
tribute to vouth, predatory vouth, is
dning te misuse the original desizsn—
grossly abusing one of the most
artistlo bits of the landscaps artist's

|
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The SHEERP MEADOW, A LOVE
PASTO

mean that portion of tha

pond wiillch les Lo the north and west |

af the Gapstow bridge. To-day, this
water area Is fenced In by wire screen-
Ing, which Interteres with the wview
and rudely violatea the fdea of the
apen  country, It imposes restraint,
and [t & Immediately borne (n upon
us thet we are dealing with the artl-

ficlality of a zoological garden, Why? |

Becaune thin shelter Is found noeces-
pary to mafeguard the eggs of the
water fowl from rascally youngeters!
And to make this haven still more
secure Lthe approach under the Gap-
stow bridge la erudely barricaded by
an ugly fabrication of boards,

Poliee Frotection Lacking,

*This Is not only a misuse but an
abuse of an area which was worked
out with loving care to produce vistas
that only a Claude Lorrain could have
duplicated on eanvas, Messrp. Olm-
sted and Vaux were keenly allve to
tlie temptations that tne park would
offer 1o thoss predispossd to vandal-

ism, and therefore they urged cogently |

and gt same length the creation of a
corpa of park nolicemen capable

af i

Iooking after thelr delegated beuts and !

fealing In complote sympathy with the
purposes of the reservation.

“Simply becauss we have no such
force avallable scenic charmas must be

RAL .

sicrificed!

The duck pond il

LY TOUCH OF The

in him

al the gppermost end of the luke and

near.y in

ne
That

streal
sulted natural
during breeding

now given over to the aquatic birds, |
wnd It use invalved no trespass upon

with Sevenuty-seventh
nonk was far better
afford protection

time than the site

a section of rare artistie value,

i
“Don't confuse the genernl plan cof |

the perk—rap

developed dotaile

neceRalty ™MW

resenting  Intent—with

powe continue to spend

money upon the reservation, but what-

theun
be

ever

should
broad
scheme,
1 am opponed
tions, hLut

ndditions

mads to

concepllon
Further, don't Imagine that

none

e thav
with tha
primary

nuay
fit In
of the
In &any Way
of

19 altern-
these should be

made without & thorouzh understand-

ing of the purposea

of the particular

environment concerned,

The Gapsiow
admimbly to brlne out my
bridge originalls

tion was condi

bridge will answer
point, The

placnd at that posj-
mnail In e ¢otres of

times, and Galen Howard. the arohiltect

deslgned the
reemin to aprir

TIF et

W naturally
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nut

willeh
of its

surrounding= and to Nt In exguisitely

with the Incal
tionably

more

echeme, 1t 18 unouss.
beautifyl than its

predecersor, it even so, It Is a part

wny fallure.

What is the reason?

The latter must of |

oward dld
et of the
o] theps,

Bot grash
that had ¢
wis to mive e

piant of vantage

v ! VIrW LI ooy viet

winditis wate

hride:
which
froum
18 Kirpich-
WOMp o the iway of
on mach =%ip
L g 80 Li.gh nd
"'.'.'H n person of ordinary height can-

onine

Tar! s dven

not #ee tho forexround and

the depth aof the porspecilve s mnp
| terinlly curtailed It the readwny e
ridscd & coupie of feot this def onn
e disposed of A simpia mattey, o
be esure, aiwd Mr. Hownrd w in-
questionably have lewered the sldes
| ar ratved the floor of hils structitre had
he been fully alive to the need of
making s bridege both ornamiental and

an wld to enjoying the

“0 am hienrtily opposed to the uee of
iren rallings, metal framoed seats, &,
within the park, because they utterly
fail to promote the sente of the rustie,
the rural. We have so many pleasing
and reasonably enduring examples of
rustic architecturs within the park—
many of them have bteen there half a
century and are still sturdy—that 1
can sce no excuere for substituting
metal, which seemis allen to the
| signed wtmosphare of the place, Simnl-
larly, If buildings we have for
| ote uae or wnother inrlde the park, et
| theae, too, reflect the bucolle, for une
| thing else inevitably
tent underlving the
the reservation-—the spirit of the coun-
try reproduced In the very midst of a
papulous city,

Travel Made Hasardous,

urt of othera.

Inust

Vialg

whola scheme of

“An every one knows who ls at all
famillar with the genernl plan of the
piark, Mesars, Olmsted and Vaux very
carefully arrangnd a triple system of

communication or travel, That s to
*ay, they provided drivewsye, walke
Aand ‘bridie pathe, and so disposed of
liedea Dy means of BUnea VP e
Iand mroma forty-odd bridges that
wotld b possible for pedestii o

| follow the patiiways lnld out for themn
| without having to ocross driveways or
pridie paths with the risks inherent L
such A couree, And how was this
principle of sccurity viclated at ons

de.!

The GAPSTOW BRIDGE. The
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vas intended by tham to be
14 's ecasino, 'fo reach that

1eture

Just la

+ &N~

itoey LUl =ome vears

BOARD BARRIER IS TO
BOATING PARTIES OUT
The RESERVATION for:
WATER FOWL.

He Appealstor Ad-
hesionto Masterly
Design First Ad-
opted, Adequate
Police Force and
Curb on
ranted Sacrifices
Made for Ath-

letics

Unwar-

“On the other hand, |7 thin npace, A9
longer needed by the Deparitment of
Water Supply, wars returned to the
I'ark Department it would glve the
| landscage artist something | ke thirty-
five gures whicli rould be turned into
lovely, undulating open stretches of
green which would suppy Just the
viuta essontial to making the most of
*he prospective strilt'ng western facade
of the Metropolitan Aluseur, Imagine

I from the neighboring wolke, fhow the planners of the purk would
ay TP s44 " AN trvle: R Nt N 1 L

g ﬂ.. ented Dy IT“--'F"‘-" 1 "I‘ 1.:'-”. r""“-[.cm..‘. upon un Intarpossd Tormal sunken

i "'-" 1"‘ L -“-"‘.m":;cnr.iv:-'. Ard remenler that this

) frequented drive and & ' cintgtive ereation woull cost ua in-

L th with o compoubd CUFYS | aptioty more 1o estuslish and to maln.

; ext ' IMPOSAING 10084 iy than the oper rTect de-
| tect 1he approach of riders a few yards | yo.o0 be Aegurs. Oiristed ard Vauz
. Hare wa have another example of | . S TSR il

! ARG ANOLIS L To appreciate propaecly what Cen-

ton mings

of the par

! eritielsm whicl
I jovelied ]

destgn,

dirocted

| tial Park ia to-day and to
the site was when [t

realize what
wns taken (b

at th \ Neld Is applicable | band by ite desixncrn in 3865, we
i She anaen; Hes for tennis courts | 410 recgll thio fact that the ares
north of he Ninety-siventh  street fart t

--‘ YEQ T 1 a .F." ,\. ; il yr F.{: was ul the gtart littla more than "
' .-1 $ G 1) tho enst Alde of the OnE. UAFFOW tORRTA Ofl Pos (-H|.ﬂ’
park. There, with & view to ‘improy- r ye i £, €1

the

was cleared away nnd a bald

ing ground,

1

coulld have heen retained,

the uyndulatineg

neightly

;fl.lr! 2O5L

areda of concorate subetltuted,
thousands of dallare n elincted no |
henet, becauen Backstop 1eld canrot
Be wet un, and for that reasan tha play
ere have elther (0 contimt thomselves
with O ganie thnt s modifi=1 battie-
fore und shuttissocic or clise thelr
errant balle all over the aren-—inter-
feriug with thelr nelghbors and add-
- \BE tn the confusion.

“"Turf courts would have bLesn In-
finitely preforadle and gentle roll-
Ing surfoce of the lan P artist

Plausge keay

n mind that the park was nevers con-

sved a0 a potentiul reanort of wthie
sport loving who might vl fur
aceommoda-

anll nig?
tlons

“The

professionnd

BAITIN

concrnte  teninin  courta,

Mrmi
tha beach

At

Fiructures for
ut the south

of

und = n
particular
Where the

soction of the

wanted
pend 6 large sum for tha ere

ne

administration  that
spnilad tlie ball ground, that bullt the

1o
lon of

Rintorn ol

the loke
That beach Is the only water luppei
streteh of #sand and pebbles In the park

TeSEMVE

fascinat'ng feature of that

main arivewny
neighhorhood of Wes t 1
it ofmymed W sirsdantiiie tributarny

of the lnke, Messra, Oimated and Vaux

I et tha balenn br)
called Focho Bridgos—ar

were designed to ‘nvite

the

to !

and east across the Inke

| been dlsfigured had prote:

| reeted the epection of A house of refuke
the stretch of the

for skuters olong

1 pedesrinn
walt and to gaze thence to the po
hETT

| how that axqulddte pleture wo

amInonly

baleonine

0d Linve
net ar

ture |

gnelek und mich =chiste contorted and
uptimeld at every angle!' The place
| wan tull of falien trecs, decaylng vege-

tntion, foul ponls and swampw,

| “When thess enthusiants 1old vie-
],.'.r- s whant 1t was their intention to de
Vthelr guests stwipiy smiled pollte (A«
Peredulity. Many milllons of dollars
have sinee boen' sy 1 transforming
thiat rugged wilde « into Innumers
able Lesutita | Soeme ldes of
tfi:-- work sntalled cat w gathered
| from the records, which shiow that the

two wheeled carts

II e
5'1! haul materiais, 1f plas
|

|

o remove and
) in & single

e witii their horses attnched, would
v g envugh 1o sneompass the sarth
and huvo alx thousand

ton the equalor

| miles ta spars!

Twelve Yeurs at the Task,

o mcliiern the amazing reauslits
1% tusday, wra. Olme
Viux latored devitedly and
| withuut eoama for tha twelve years in
which they wore fres (o carry ot thelr

vwhich charm

| sted atd

My

sahen They brought to play all of
the exquisita art of masters of lands
mcaps  architecture—principles which
Nature hus presoribed nnd the wise

iting her
the warld over. Tho truth of this wag

broughit home to toe whion visiting that
lundisonpo nrtist
Those cunuing men
e exiiedients
4t Meimsra. Olmated
od here In the heart

worndeslund  of  the
JUpAn Vears §
of the Orlesit
tey wiect
1Y Vaux emp
of New York clty

“Ten years after 1 returned from
Jopan 1 took a Japnnexe friend to Cons
trad Pari. 1 wanted his expert Judg-
ment, but 1 did not Influence him in
expressing his views. We had nos

|
|
|
I'Ir'un has folluwed in sl
i
|

isedl the wan

Lhe ¢y

| beach atrolled far Into the pleturesque depthe
“From time to time and only ar of the revervation beforsa my compans
recontly a8 two vears wko, we hays | 00 arrented me by o tovcli on the arm
old that the rectingular recefy- | 80l the ccdlamation, ‘How much this
¥ pAmervolr, vl Wong the | AT 5 HEe heme, Lo Japun!'  That
Piglity-sIath  stPset tearsvarse poad | Mo the snontandous tribute to the
vrin to be whandonmst gl t ifen ¥ . | i er=icity of the art Involved and of
Glaiged 1o U turhed tnts ' { the falthiftiness with which the men
vurden In'd out TR Il T UL e had curried out thelr mise-
1 sl Mines, 81 Vo Anrds n lese g | A
t mighit be very boam v g1  “Messrs. Olinsted and Vaux plannad
| clasiy at once with the fundssnrnia! | -
ll.‘ a uf the rural | t'ontinced on Elewenth Poge
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